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Since its publication in 1952, Charlotte's Web has become one of America's best-loved children's

books. For fifty years, this timeless story of the pig named Wilbur and the wise spider named

Charloette who saved him has continued to warm the hearts of readers everywhere. Now this

classic, a 1953 Newbery Honor book, comes to life in a delightful unabridged recording, read

lovingly by the author himself. --This text refers to the Audio CD edition.
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Fern Arable has always been an animal lover. However, she had never saved a pig from an

untimely injustice until the day she learned that her father planned on shooting a runt, just because

he had been too small. Begging her father for a chance to save the little oinker, Fern wins the battle,

and is given the opportunity to raise the wriggling piglet as her own. Promptly named Wilbur, Fern

falls in love with her new charge, and can't get him off her mind, even while at school. But as he

grows bigger and bigger each day, things begin to change. Soon, Mr. Arable refuses to allow Wilbur

to sleep in the house, then her father reprimands her for taking Wilbur for walks in her doll carriage.

Soon, Fern is forced to sell little Wilbur to her Uncle Homer, where Wilbur is quickly swept away,

and forced to live. Fern doesn't mind the arrangement as long as she can still see her beloved

friend. But when she learns that Uncle Homer plans to fatten the little piggy up and then kill him,

she's devastated. As is Wilbur. Confiding in the other farm animals, Wilbur begs everyone for their

help in saving his life. Sadly, none of the animals seem to know what to do to keep Wilbur from



meeting his fate. No one, that is, except for an intelligent spider known as Charlotte. Charlotte lives

right above Wilbur in his tiny alcove, where she spends her days and nights weaving beautiful webs.

When she decides to help Wilbur by spelling words and phrases such as "Some Pig" and "Terrific"

in her webs, the county becomes interested in visiting this amazing pig, leaving Uncle Homer in

awe, and giving him the chance to spare little Wilbur's life.CHARLOTTE'S WEB has been one of my

absolute favorite stories since I was 6-years-old, which is why this Signature Edition of the tale

instantly caught my eye. Yes, it is the same tale that we all know and love from years ago, however,

this particular edition features some exclusive content that is absolutely essential for

CHARLOTTE'S WEB and E.B. White fans. Aside from the gorgeous, colored illustrations by Garth

Williams; and the wonderful large font of the story, this lap-sized edition features an entire Afterword

by Peter F. Neumeyer, which features black and white photographs of E.B. White himself, as well as

a brief biography about the famed author, pictures of his home, information about his other books -

such as STUART LITTLE and THE TRUMPET OF THE SWAN - and even has an exclusive area

devoted to the illustrator, Garth Williams. Even more interesting are the illustrations of Zuckerman's

Barn - which White modeled after his very own - and the various first drafts and changes to the tale

that did not make it into the actual novel. Each and every one of these Afterword pages is an

absolute marvelous addition to the tale, and gives the reader an even more in-depth into the man

who created an array of lovable, unforgettable characters. Even if you already own a copy of

CHARLOTTE'S WEB, the Signature Edition is a must-have item!Erika Sorocco

Can't imagine saying something about E.B. White's children's classic "Charlotte's Web" that 148

others here (more around the world) have not. But experiencing it twice (having it read to me in fifth

grade nearly 30 years ago, and reading it to my daughter recently) has allowed me to greater

appreciate the book's meaning and accomplishment.Many children will never experience life on a

farm or visit a county fair (the two major book settings). White and his illustrators picture that life

sensually and beautifully. The story of Wilbur (pig) and Charlotte's (spider's)friendship, what she

does to save him, the toll it takes on her, and her eventual legacy, recalls the unconditional love

mothers have for their children. (Fern, the Arables' daughter who saves Wilbur's life at the start,

retreats from the storyline as her interest shifts from animals to boys.)All this is told amidst word

backgrounds of warm summer days, dank cellars, midways filled with discarded food and paper,

cellar barns filled by scents of straw, manure, and slops. (Who but White could've described the

leftovers fed to Wilbur and actually make them sound delicious?)White's gift for character also

shows most interestingly in the rat Templeton, who many may identify with. Tough, clever,



self-serving, defensive, but valiant in the end, he adds much needed sour spike to essential scenes

that may have otherwise been too sweet (his negotiation with Wilbur over Charlotte's egg sac is one

example) Templeton's self-desciption at book's end of "living for the pleasures of the feast,"

summarize in a way what makes life and what we do for each other in it worth the trouble. Essential

reading for children and adults.

"Charlotte's Web," by E.B. White, belongs to a special class of literature: a children's book which

has much to offer to older teen and adult readers. White's wonderful story is superbly

complemented by the charming illustrations of Garth Williams.As the story opens, eight year old

farm girl Fern Arable stops her father from killing a piglet who has been labeled the runt of the litter.

The little pig, whom Fern names Wilbur, becomes one of the central figures in the story. Eventually

he will be befriended by Charlotte, the wise and loving spider mentioned in the book's title.White

creates a sort of modern animal fable in which his barnyard characters can speak both with each

other and with Fern. White's barn is populated with some truly marvelous characters. Special

mention should be made of Templeton the rat. Gluttonous, sneaky, often nasty, but curiously

sympathetic, Templeton is one of the great anti-heroes in modern literature.Part of this novel's

brilliance is the fact that the author makes a heroine out of a spider: a creature that many people

probably regard with fear. Unlike a cute piglet or other barnyard creatures, a spider is a creature

vastly different from humans. White's Charlotte is a truly remarkable character. White's witty,

compassionate prose style is an ideal vehicle for telling the story of Charlotte and her

friends."Charlotte's Web" is a masterful blend of whimsy, humor, gentle satire, and life-and-death

drama. But above all, it is a powerful story of friendship. Deeply moving and superbly written, this is

a book which, I believe, will endure as a treasured classic.
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